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M I R A N DA  
D E B R E T TO,  M . M .

• Arts Integration Specialist

• Peter Howell Elementary School

• Tucson, AZ



QUICK POLL • What do you teach?



A RT S  
I N T E G R AT I O N

W H A T  C A N  S T U D E N T S  G A I N ?



O P E N I N G  
M I N D S  
T H RO U G H  
T H E  A RT S



P U R P O S E  
A N D  
R E S E A RC H

https://tusd1-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/miranda_debretto_tusd1_org/EUm-OjhZ5RhPjAU55HrD7e8BuZzp9fMDmgZh7ygxBYISNA?e=23ajYq


4  R O L E S  I N  O M A

ARTS INTEGRATION 
SPECIALIST

TEACHING ARTIST CLASSROOM 
TEACHER

PRINCIPAL



P L A N N I N G  A N  
I N T E G R AT E D  
L E S S O N

laboration, communication, collaboration, communication, collaboration, communication, collaboration, communication, collaboratio



L E S S O N  T I T L E :
F O U N D  

S O U N D S  
T H RO U G H  

I N S T R U M E N T  
C R E AT I O N



O B J E C T I V E S

Student will explore different instruments to determine how sound 
waves transfer energy.

Student will design their own instrument and reflect on the process of 
their creation.



S TA N D A R D S  
A D D R E S S E D

Music

• MU.CN.11.3a. Explore and describe relationships between 
music and other content areas (e.g. dance, visual art, 
dramatic arts, literature, science, math, social studies, and 
language arts).

• MU.PR.4.3d. Demonstrate an understanding of musical 
concepts (e.g. physical, verbal, or written response--
understanding of musical concepts and how creators use 
them to convey expressive intent).

Science

• 3.P4U1.3 Develop and use models to describe how 
light and sound waves transfer energy



P R I O R  K N O W L E D G E  &  P R E P A R AT I O N

Me:
Review instrument families

Facilitate class composition

Classroom Teacher:
Review scientific method

Define "vibration" 



D AY  1

• Watch Found Sounds Video
• Discussion: Are these truly musical instruments?

Found Sounds

• Determine three ways to make music with this piece of paper.
• *Essential Question: What criteria does something need to meet to be considered a musical instrument? For 

the purposes of our experiment: musical intent.

Scrap Paper Activity

• Find materials, see what you can do with them.
• Keep in mind that you’ll have one more day for creation.

Instrument Creation Brainstorm

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TPU3NefyktQ


D AY  2

• Experiment, modify. Teacher and AIS assist with tools and individuals as 
needed.

Instrument Creation 

• Instrument Family
• Materials Used
• Process

Assignment: Info Form



D AY  3

• How does your instrument make sound?
• Present instrument to small groups.

Info Form Revisions

• Use instrument to perform class composition.
• Refine performance, time permitting.

Performance



F O L LOW- U P :
E X T E N S I O N  
AC T I V I T Y
• Create an encyclopedia entry for your instrument using your 

imagination.

• What is it named?

• Create a diagram of its parts

• What ensemble does it belong in?

• What is it used for?

3.W.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
a. Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when useful to aiding comprehension.
b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details.
c. Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to connect ideas within categories of information.
d. Provide a concluding statement or section.



Q & A
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